Minutes of a Meeting of Paston Parish Council held in St Margaret`s Church, Paston on Thursday 1st July 2021 at 7.00 pm
Present: Nicholas Bardswell (Chairman), Maggie Brett, Pip Clabon, Jessel Manricks, Denise McKeough, Dee Holroyd (Clerk). Cllr Ed Maxfield, Ashlee Cotter, Paston Resident.


Apologies for Absence:  Chris Emberson, Boo Tumber, Jonathon            Clive Stockton

Declarations of Interest: None.

MOD Report: J   was not able to attend.

Cllrs Ed Maxwell and Clive Stockton: Cllr EM had sent in his report.  He expanded on the annual pot of money now made available to each County Councillor, raised from £3,000 to £10,000 per councillor and now more widely available to include trees, hedgerows and installation of vehicle electric charging points.  EM said that investigations into charging points had shown up a number of difficulties, such as electricity supply and it would be a while before these were solved. EM asked the PC to let him know if they had any suitable projects.  To go on the September Agenda.
     
Norfolk County Council were intending build 1,800 new homes on the west side of North Walsham.  This would impact on the local villages and roads. New housing was also planned around the northern distributer road.

MB asked whether Bears Road could be resurfaced.  EM to take this up with Highways.

NB asked whether speed warning signs could be funded from EM`s budget.  To go on the next Agenda.
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Minutes of the Meetings held on 20th May:   The Annual Parish Council Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman.  Proposed JM, seconded DM. The Annual Village Meeting Minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman, proposed PC, seconded JM.
Matters Arising:
     Funding for the Pavilion.  DM confirmed that they had funding and a   survey   would be done this month.
  Security Camera for playground prices for next meeting.
  Match funding for playground and churchyard had been agreed.
  Quotation for mowing the churchyard.  NB confirmed they had the machinery in place.  NB to approach Gordon Brett and Community Service.
  Collapsible posts for playground.  These were available from about £30 up. MB would research a suitable post, tall enough to prevent cars accidently driving over it.

Parish Councillors` Reports: 
      JM had nothing to report
MB reported that she and DM and JM had cleaned up around the playground area and suggested planting of wild flower verges.
PC had nothing to report.
JM asked whether overgrown verges could be cut back.  DM would find out how many houses belonged to The Victory Housing Trust, which would be responsible for banks in front of such properties.  Highways will cut back any verges deemed to obscure vision.
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Finance:

Financial Report:  the clerk would circulate a copy of the accounts.  The present bank balance was about £13,000 in credit.  The clerk had suggested moving the account to the Unity Trust Bank.  This was a bank recommended by NPTS which specialised in Parish Council Accounts.  The bank made a monthly charge of £6, but was a great improvement on Lloyds in that telephone access was quick, and on line access and payments simple and efficient.  It was agreed that the clerk would do the preliminary work to set up an account with a view to changing at the September meeting.  Cheques were signed £500 for the churchyard and £196 for the clerk for June.

Paston Newsletter: DM would be happy to set this up, just a simple A4 sheet to tell people what is going on in the village and to be put through people`s letter boxes.  It was believed this would reach more people than the web site.  NB suggested the PC should make more use of Facebook.  The clerk suggested a clerk`s report.  A list of PC councillors could be included.

 Village Tidy: was agreed for August.  Two or three councillors and the clerk volunteered to help.  NNDC had provided bags, tongs and high viz waistcoats in the past.  DH to ask for these when a date had been agreed.

 Planning: there had been three planning applications dealt with since the last meeting.  An extension to a house in the Mundesley Road, a bungalow in the Edingthorpe end of Paston and the hedge at Hollow Tree Barn.  The PC had put in comments on all.  The health of the hedge was still being looked at by planning and there had been some correspondence with Colin Reuben of NNDC.  Ashlee Cotter confirmed to the meeting that he was still unsure of where he stood.  It was hoped for clarity to come from the Council soon.
 Date of next Meeting:  Thursday 2nd September.

The Meeting closed at 8.05 pm
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