MINUTES OF A MEETING OF
 PASTON PARISH COUNCIL held on
Thursday 6th November 2025 
at St Margaret’s Church, Paston 
Present:  Nick Bardswell (chairman) Maggie Brett, Jessel Manricks, Denise McKeough, Boo Tumber, Dee Holroyd (clerk), Ed Maxfield (NCC)
A G E N D A
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Pauline Porter (NNDC) Ashlee Cotter
2. COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS: Ed Maxfield (NCC) had sent his report which had been circulated to the parish councillors. He brought the councillors attention to the NCC budget which was open for comment until December.  EM is on the Committee which controls the financial services.  There had been publicity regarding the closure of some of the smaller schools.
3. CIVIL NUCLEAR CONSTABULARY. PC Barrie Cresswell was not present.
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST none
5. MINUTES of meetings held on 4th September were agreed, proposed DM, seconded MB.
6. MATTERS ARISING:
New dog bin cost (£130 including delivery).   It was agreed that one should be purchased to go on the triangle by Stow Hill.  DH to source one.  The annual cost of emptying would be about £205.
New or recycled benches for the playground (from about £500)
7. PLANNING:   Holiday Village: ongoing planning breach enquiry. Pauline Porter had spoken with Robert Alton (NNDC) about this.  The response was that the case doesn`t score enough on the harm assessment to pursue.
PF/25/1634 Hollow Tree Barn application had been approved.
8. PARISH COUNCILLORS` REPORTS:
BT had picked up from by the pond about six gas canisters that had contained nitrous oxide and had taken them to the Recycling Depot to dispose of, but they would not accept them so BT to contact NNDC re their disposal.
JM would report leaves on road and path which need to be swept. He asked about getting a defibrillator for Paston.  DH to investigate costs.
DM reported that the Paston Flag is getting very tatty.  NB would contact the firm which originally supplied it, with a view to ordering a replacement.
MB reported that Gordon would not be able to mow the grass in the future.
PC asked whether the hedge on the Mundesley Road outside Stow  Lodge could be cut back as they have difficulty getting machinery past.  NB to approach the owner to ask whether they would allow PC to trim the hedge back.
The control of invasive plants in the pond, - water primrose and New Zealand pigmy weed -  had been taken over by the Animal and Plant Health Agency (part of Defra) who had said eradication would take at least two years.  The area affected had been surrounded by tape and a notice asked people to avoid entering it.
NB reported on the Alms Houses.  They now have one quote for the work needing to be carried out and were awaiting a second.  There was some disagreement as to the best treatment of the damp.  Work would involve tenants vacating the property with the Charity arranging and paying for temporary accommodation during the works.
9. . FINANCIAL REPORT: setting of Precept for 2026-27. After looking at the proposed budget and the slowly dwindling end year bank balance, it was agreed to ask for a precept increase of £250.  Proposed NB, seconded DM. Possible purchase additional dog bin was agreed. The Budget was accepted, proposed BT seconded MB.
10. Expenditure since the previous meeting had been:
	15/09/2025
	D C Holroyd
	278.80
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	30/09/2025
	Unity
	6.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11/10/2025
	Npower
	46.64
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	31/10/2025
	Paston PCC
	500.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	31/10/2025
	Unity 
	6.00
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



11. DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Thursday 8th January 2026
The meeting finished at 8.00
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