Minutes of a Meeting of Paston Parish Council held on Wednesday 8th July 2026 in St Margaret`s Church, Paston.
Present:  Nick Bardswell (chairman), Ashlee Cotter (Vice-Chairman) Maggie Brett, Dee Holroyd (Clerk). Pauline Porter (NNDC  Zillah Austin, Knapton resident..
m
1	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Jessel Manricks, Boo Tumber, Pip Clabon
2	COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS:  Pauline Porter (NNDC): another Coastal Forum eeting will be held on 14th July from 10-12 in The White Horse, Overstrand.  PP would ask for details to be sent to Paston PC.  PP confirmed that NNDC was investing £2.4 million in improvements to the Cromer Pier.  NNDC will back a film to be made in Cromer.  PP left the meeting at 7.10pm
3	CIVIL NUCLEAR CONSTABULARY. PC Barrie Cresswell: CNC are liaising with North Walsham police while awaiting an agreement to be put in place. BC left the meeting at 7.15pm
4	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: none
5	MINUTES of Parish Council annual meeting held on 24th May were agreed and signed by the chairman.  Proposed AC, seconded MB.
6	MATTERS ARISING not elsewhere in the agenda:  none.
7	PLANNING:  there were no current planning applications.
8 	PLAYGROUND MAINTENANCE:  mowing was currently done by Wayne Tatham.  Recently his mower had struck three bricks left in the long grass.  WT had asked the Parish Council to pay for repairs.  It was considered that as a contractor WT was responsible for any damage to his equipment.  It was agreed however that the PC would make this payment as a goodwill gesture, but would tell him that any future repair costs would be down to him.  It was also known that WT had sub-contracted the mowing of the pond area.  The person doing this was doing an excellent job but must also have public liability insurance in place. NB to contact WT to explain this and ask for a copy of his public liability insurance and that of the sub-contractor.  WT also should be advised to walk the playing field before cutting as it was known that obstacles get put in the grass by persons unknown.   WT had also pointed out that the hedge had got overgrown and had asked whether the PC would like him to quote for cutting in back come the autumn.

1.

9	PARISH COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS:
NB reported that damp-proofing and insulation work to the Alms Houses had been completed at a cost of about £25,000.  He confirmed that the problems left behind by the former trustees had now largely been put right. Owen Hudson and Elizabeth Messenger had jointly occupied no 2 for about three years but Owen had moved out.  Elizabeth had asked to stay on, which had been agreed, as she qualified for residence  
A reserve of £25,000 would be set aside against future repairs and improvements. Funds if any over and above the reserve could in the future supplement Community Group funds for recreational and environmental projects in the Parish.
 MB reported an increase of £600 in the Community Group Fund since March, the fund now standing at £2,134.  An extra area of land had been cleared and MB had cut the overhanging hedge back.  Plant sales were going well, but sadly some items had been taken without payment left. She would like to get covering for the raised beds to protect them from Muntjak. MB was now receiving some help from a local resident.
10. Sir William Paston Charity – appointment of fourth trustee.  The revised governing document now provided for four trustees, which also was the recommendation of  The Almshouses Association.  Zillah Austin had kindly agreed to become the fourth trustee, and introduced herself to the PC.  ZA  was appointed,  proposed by MB, seconded AC. 
11. PASTON TO MUNDESLEY PERMISSIVE FOOTPATH - overgrown hedge blocking it where meets Sandy Lane: NB had checked the ownership with the Land Registry and written to the landowner about the overgrown hedge which was making the path difficult to use.  While the hedge should be cut back, this would be expensive, and if we got into a dispute the owner could respond by withdrawing permission to use the path.
12  CHURCHYARD  2026 Grant from the parish council: it was agreed that this was a village amenity and that due to rising costs a grant of £600 should be made to the PCC.  Proposed AC. Seconded MB.
 13	FINANCIAL REPORT;   the bank reconciliation showing a balance of £11,541.63 and dated 30/06/2026 was signed by the chairman.  Expenditure since the May meeting had been
Unity Trust bank fee     	14.00
Cas Business – Insurance	490.00
Belmont Lowe- Land Registry fees	 33.60
NNDC – empty bins	499.00
Wayne Tatham – mowing	484.00
Waye Tatham – mowing, mower repairs	773.69


14.   Date of the next meeting would be Thursday 3rd September
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