
Minutes of a Paston Parish Council meeting
held on 3rd  September 2026 at 7.00pm in St Margaret’s Church, Paston.
Present: Nick Bardswell, (Chairman), Ashlee Cotter ( Vice Chairman), Boo Tumber, Margaret Brett, Philip Clabon, Jessel Manricks, Dee Holroyd (clerk) Cllr Lucy Shires (NCC), PC Barrie Cresswell (CNC)
1	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: none
2	COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S’ REPORT: Cllr Lucy Shires said that she had been attending parish council meetings in the area she represented. She commented that this was the first she had attended held in a church.   And that she received few if any complaints or reports of issues from Paston, which seemed unusually peaceful and free of controversy compared with almost every neighbouring village.  
She had sent her July report and her August report was ready to go:  Recycling of fridges and freezers would only be done at certain centres.  Repair work on coastal roads would be scheduled for the autumn after holiday traffic had reduced. Elections for a Norfolk/Suffolk mayor would take place in 2028.  In the future local council elections may be for a five-year term.  A levelling of council tax charges across Norfolk would take place.  Action was being taken to prevent the overnight parking of camping vehicles along the sea front in Walcott.
In response to questions from members:  i) LS would report the overflowing waste bins in the Bacton beach car park  and request more frequent emptying. Ii)  On coastal erosion some car parks might need to be moved, as had been done at Happisburgh . iii)_She would look into  road signs left standing after works had finished , which she   suspected happened because it saved money to leave them till a member of the public removed them
3	CIVIL NUCLEAR CONSTABULARY. PC Barrie Cresswell: At the moment all was quiet.  CNC police might get new issue tasers.  He confirmed that there was no footpath along the cliff top next to the gas site.
LS and BC left the meeting at 7.35pm
4	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: NB item 11
5	MINUTES of meeting held on 8th July were agreed and signed by the chairman.  Proposed BT, seconded JM.
6	MATTERS ARISING: not featuring elsewhere in this agenda:  playground mowing and hedge cutting; overgrown hedge beside permissive path:
NB had drawn up a contract for Wayne Tatham (mowing) who had signed it and produced evidence of his own insurance. The contract provided that Wayne was responsible for checking the long grass for things that could damage his mower.  
The hedge overhanging and blocking the permissive path where it met Sandy Lane was the responsibility of the landowner  Emma Pearce to whom NB had written in June to request cutting back of the hedge, but had received no response.
7	PLANNING: no current planning issues
8	PARISH COUNCILLORS`REPORTS:
NB: Sandy Lane had been cleared by NCC ,  Potholes had been  filled in on the road from Paston to North Walsham. 
JM: traffic, especially lorries, using Bears Road at speed had caused reduction in road width by knocking off overhanging branches, which in remained on the side of the road.  NB would ask the tree officer at the County Council to  inspect and hopefully would require the owners of the hedge, NNDC to cut it back. If no action was taken NCC would do the work and charge the owners, NNDC (!)
AC offered to take charge of the speed monitoring machine.  BT would tell him what was involved.
MB asked for the hedge on the inside of the playground to be cut back.. PC would look into the possibility of getting his hedging contractor to do this.  The field side had been cut and looked good 
She reported that the plant stall account was showing a current balance of over £2,000, available to the village  The last month had seen income of £234, most of which had been spent on tools and other equipment.  Plants were still available and jam and chutney making was in progress. MB had removed a large area of hedging, which had increased the land available in the plant growing area.
And she reported that a noisy family with barking dogs had been disturbing neighbours in Bears Road but now appear to have moved out
AC reported that Knapton PC was replacing some dog waste bins with ordinary bins into which dog waste could also be put.  DC to investigate this, with a view to possible financial savings.
9	Street Light Maintenance Contract:  renewal of contract to maintain Paston Street light, £161 plus VAT for three years. It was agreed to accept this quote from Jones electricians, who had previously had this contract. Proposed MB seconded PC, all agreed.
10.      Purchase of two grit bins for Paston. These start at about £186 plus delivery. MB agreed that they could be funded from the plant stall fund.  It was suggested that the purchase and filling of these bins should be a NCC responsibility.  If purchased by the PC, was the PC then responsible for spreading the grit when necessary and liable for any accident if this was not done?  DC to investigate 
11	FINANCIAL REPORT and bank reconciliation, showing a current credit balance of £10,407, was agreed and signed by the chairman. A grant of £600 to St Margaret’s PCC towards churchyard maintenance had been agreed at  the previous meeting and was adopted, proposed AC seconded BT.
 12	DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Proposed Thursday 12th November



